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_—— 
COLDEN’S LIFE OF FULTON. 


We had just perused the life of the late Robert 
Fulton, written by his friend, Cadwallader D. Col- 
den, of New-York, and was about to make a short 
notice of it, when the following review by the 
Editor of the New-York Monthly Magazine was 
received, which we publish in preference to what 
we might say ourselves: Though the article is of 
considerable length, yet we believe it will be read 
with interest, and particularly by those who may 
not have an opportunity to peruse the original.— 
Mr. Fulton’s name has so long been identified 
with Steam Boat navigation, improvements in 
which are so fast progressing, that whatever may 
tend to establish or disprove his claims to origi- 
nality of invention or improvements in it, will be 
sought after with care. It does not appear he 
even made an original application of the principle. 
His great merit lies in being an ingenious and 
persevering improver of principles suggested by 
others, but left almost in a state of embryo; and 
this is no small merit. Few, very few inventors 
have so far perfected and applied their principle, 
as not to leave much to be done by others; and 
jf the inventor is entitled to honor and distinction, 
surely to him who reduces theory to practice, not 
less is due. And on this ground, we think Mr. 
Fulton is entitled to no small share of public gra- 
titude ; but we cannot believe him faultless, as re- 
presented by his friend. Mr. Colden must be 
aware that a landscape picture is imperfect, ex- 
cept light and shade be so blended as to repre- 
sent nature; but it is not less so than that biogra- 
phy which attempts to delineate human life 
without a fault or frailty. If an artist was to at- 
tempt to sketch the figure of Mr. Colden, and re- 
present him a perfect Apollo, he would not be 
guilty of a greater deviation from reality, than Mr. 
€. himself has been. 

But if Mr. Colden has erred in judgment, we 
think the Literary and Philosophical Society, to 
whom he bequeathed the profits resulting from 
the sale of his book, have not been less unfortu- 
nate in the application of his liberality. We learn 
by extracts from their minutes, that they have 
passed a resolve to apply the profits to the erec- 
tion of a pedestrian statue to their late associate. 

If the erecting of monuments in ancient times 
were expedient, because books were scarce and 
dear, they can be no longer so now. A man’s 
works are his best monuments, and faithfully 

written books are the best records of his fame.— 
It is no argument to say that monuments and sta- 
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tues are inducements to others to be useful. He 
who labors only to obtain a column of marble sel- 
dom renders himself worthy of one; but he who 
depends upon the utility of his own works as a 
monument of his fame, will be studious to render 
them durable by being useful. We think if the 
Literary and Philosophical Society had determin- 
ed to appropriate the profits of Mr. Colden’s Me- 
moir to the education of some poor youth of ge- 
nius, to be selected from some of the charity 
schools of that state, or to the erection of a proper 
building for the instruction of poor children, or 
some public work, it would have been more ho- 
norably, because more usefully, applied. 


The lifé of Robert Fulton, by his friend Cadwallader D. Col- 
den. Reagl before the Literary and Philosophical Society of 
New-York ; comprising some account of the invention, 
progress and establishment of steam-boats ; of improvements 
in the construction and navigation of canals, and other 
objects of public utility : with an appendix. 


The present is the age of book-making, and 
especially of biography. The lives of individuals, 
and frequently of individuals whose eminence is 
known only to their biographers and a few of 
their intimate friends—occupy as much space on 
the shelves of a library, if not in public attention, 
as is allotted to the history of nations. An emi- 
nent statesman fills at least three thick volumes: 
the doings and sayings of a celebrated divine, or 
a respectable poet are with difficulty compressed 
into two; and the memorabilia of some pious lady, 
whose manifold virtues have rendered her name 
known to half the town, and her person to half 
a street, cannot be duly set forth to her bereaved 
friends and a grateful public in less than a full- 
sized octavo. The great objection to this inordi- 
nate claim upon public attention is, that it is im« 
possible to comply with it. We have some con- 
cerns relating to our own lives to which we must 
attend, and really cannot read so many books.— 
We are ready to acknowledge that the present ig 
not an oecasion which peculiarly demands remarks 
of this nature. If it were, we should extend and 
apply them.with much relish if not with some pun- 
gency. Mr. Fulton was, in truth, a distinguished 
man, and a oe benefactor. It was fitting that 
a memoir of his life should be preserved ; and if 
his merits have been somewhat overrated, much 
apology may be found in the patriotism which 
seeks to raise the honor of the country thro 
the merit of an eminent citizen, and still more 
in the ardor of private affection, striving to exalt 
the reputation of a departed friend. ‘This, how. 
ever, is apology and not justification. Indeed, we. 
think that the biography of an individual should 
never be written by a warm admirer, and still 
by a personal friend, and one who has himself 
been associated in the designs and labors, the 
history of which it is his business to relate. We 
may be told that the desire of personal reputation 
is no unworthy motive, and that a cegard for the 
reputation of our friends is one of the most amfi- 
able traits of the human charactér—no mattem 
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the truth, the simple unadorned truth, is what we 
want; and this can best be obtained by deriving 
our information from those only whose testimony is 
liable neither to be perverted by interest nor sway- 
ed by affection. If this rule were followed, bio- 
phers would be less frequent, and we should 
lose something of the zeal and interest with which 
they are written. But the cause of truth would 
be a gainer ; and there is little danger, in the 
present state of literature, that sufficient induce- 
ments of fame and profit will not be held out to 
record the history and the virtues of those emi- 
nently great and good men who have been the 
benefactors or ornaments of their age. 

We would sedulously guard against the impres- 
sion that we mean to represent the life of Mr 
Fulton, by his friend Mr. Colden, as intentionally 
coloured. We merely imagine that in relating 
the efforts and delineating the character of a per- 
sonal and intimate friend, with whom the relater 
was, in some degree at least, united in his hopes 
and his fears, his failures and his success, he has 
not been able to resist the influence which such 
circumstances so forcibly exert. 

In the very commencement of the work, Mr. 
Colden thus fixes the point of elevation on which 
he thinks the character of Mr. Fulton is entitled 
to stand. 

We cannot think that it will be imputed to an 
undue partiality for our regretted associate, if we 
say that there cannot be found on the records of 
departed worth, the name of a person to whose 
individual exertions mankind are more indebted 
than they are to the late Robert Fulton. The 
combined efforts of philosophers and statesmen 
have improved the condition of man; but no in- 
dividual has conferred more important benefits on 
his species than he whose memory now engages 
our attention. 

When we have taken a view of what he has 
done, and bestowed some consideration on ‘ts ef: 
fects, it will not appear that this praise is exag- 
gerated, and we shall be obliged to acknowledge 
that though others may have been conducted in 
the paths of science by superior learning, and 
may have had a more dazzling career, the labors 
- of no individual have been more honorable, meri- 
torious, or practically useful. 

We have sufficiently intimated an opinion that 
it would have been welt to have assumed a tone 
somewhat lower—because it might have been 
better sustained ; but there is a part of this praise 
in which we are disposed very lreartily to join. — 
Mr. Fulton certainly was, and to a very eminent 
degree, “‘ practically useful.’ With an adequate 
knowledge of the philosophical principles relat- 
ing to the subjects of his investigation, with what 
is called an ingenious mechanical turn of mind, 
and favored by circumstances with ample leisure 
and ‘other means to retrieve unavoidable failures 
and continue his experiments, he has turned them 
to good account, and left the world his debtor — 
His at merit, in our opinion, consisted not in 
invention, but improvement. Upon this part of the 
subject it centainly behoves us to speak with mo- 
desty, for we frankly covfess that our ignorance of 
mechanics is such ag to prevent our being compe- 
tent judgesinthe matter. It would appear, howe- 
ver, that Mr. Colden himself thinks proper rather to 
insinuate than to assert his claim to originality, 
and we believe the fact to be, that neither Mr. 


Fulton nor his counsel ever chose to rest his right |) 


to the exclusive navigation of waters by stcam 
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upon the patent obtained by him from the United 
States, but altogether upon the several Statutes of 
the state of New-York; and we presume the- se 
som was beeause a patentee under the United 
States must at all times be able to prove that he 
was egal inventor of the improvement in 
question, whereas, bv the statutes of the state of 
New-¥ork the exclusive privilege was absolutel 
granted without any such condition. y 
Robert Fulton, the subject of the memoir was 
born of Irish parents, in Little Britain, ri the 
county of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1765.’ His 
family is said to have been respectable, but not 
rich. Mr. Colden says that his peculiar genius 
manifested itself at an early age, and that his lei. 
holier in childhood were spent in mechanics? 
sh ordevoted to the pencil. ‘This latter em. 
ployinent seems at that time to have possessed 
the greatest attractions, for from the age of seven. 
teen to twenty-one, he painted porsraits and land. 
scapes, at Philadelphia, for profit. He then pur- 
chased, with his earnings, a little farm in Penn. 
sylvania, upon which he established his mother. 
We rejoice to record this circumstance, as we 
can scarcely conceive one more honorable to thie 
character of a young maff. It proves early indus- 
try, frugality, and great strength of filial affection. 
In the same year he went to England to improve 
himself in his profession, as a painter, under the 
patronage of Mr. West. He was for some years 
an inmate in the family of that gentleman. After 
leaving it, he removed to Devonshire, and re- 
mained in that place, and in other parts of Eng. 
land, for some years longer—it dees not clearly 
appear how many—and then went to France— 
During the latter part of his stay in England he 
seems to have relinquished his profession, and to 
have busied himself about several projects relat- 
ing chiefly to canal navigation. In 1793, he ad- 
dressed (we presume from France) some general 
speculations on French politics, to lord Stanhope, 
who appears to have been his intimate friend; but 
though designed for the public they attracted lit- 
tle of the public attention, as his biographer does 
not even know whether they were ever, in fact, 
published or not. In 1797, he took lodgings at an 
hotel in Paris, with Mr. Joel Barlow, with whom 
he formed so strong a frtencship, that when Mr. 
B. soon after removed to his own hotel, he invited 
Mr. F. to reside with him, and for some years Mr. 
Fulton was a member of the family of Mr. Bar- 
low. He projected a panorama, which proved 
successful and beneficial, and made’ some experi- 
ments upon the explosion of gunpowder under 
water. ‘ihe French directory gave him hopes of 
patronizing these attempts, but at length with. 
drew their support. He offered the project to 
the Dutch government, but it was declined. It 
was then offered to Bonaparte, who had become 
first consul, and he appointed’ a commission with 
funds and powers to give the required assistance, 
While in France, sal probably about this period, 
he formed an intimate acquaintance with Chan- 
cellor Livingston, and at that peviod those gentle. 
men labored conjointly in them attempts to intro- 
duce steam navigation, which was afterwards at- 
tended With such brilliant success In 1801, he 
made several experiments with a plunging boat, 
designed for a sib-niaiine warfare, with a degree 
of succes swhich seems to have been satiscuctory to 


himself. ‘The following very flattering sccount 
vas by St. Austin, a member of the th- 
bunal, 
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The diving boat, in the construction of which he 
is now employed, will be capacious enough to 
contain eight men, and provision enough for twen- 
ty days, and will be of sufficient strength and pow- 
er to enable him to plunge one hundred feet un- 
der water, if necessary. _He has contrived a re- 
gervoir of air, which will enable eight men to re- 
main under water eight hours. When the boat 
is above water, it has two sails, and looks just like 
a common boat ; when she is to dive, the mast 
and sails are struck. 
~ Jn making his experiments, Mr. Fulton not on- 
ly remained a whole hour under water with three 
of his companions, but had the boat parallel to the 
horizon at any given distance. Ile proved that 
the compass points as correctly under water as on 
the surface, and that while under water, the boat 
made way at the rate of half a league an hour, 
by means contrived for that purpose. ; 

“If we may judge of the future from the past, it 
would seem necessary for the success of these pro- 
jects, to obtain the consent of those who are to 
be * decomposed,” which has not yet been done. 
Mr. Fulton was therefore never able to demolish 
an English ship, althouga he watched long and 
anxiously such as approached the French coast, 
fur that purpose. The rulers of France being at 
length discouraged, and Mr. Fulton thinking that 
the all-important object was.to biow up ships, and 
so that was effected, it was no great matter to 
what power they might happen to belong, turned 
his eyes for patronage to the English government 
—or they turned their eyes to him. Mr. Colden 
seems vety properly aware that this conduct of 
his friend might make an unpleasant impression on 
the minds of those who were not, like his_bio- 
grapher, acquainted with the elevation and phi- 
lanthropy of his views, and seeks to justify him 
by the following defence : 

It -must be recollected, that Mr Fulton’s en- 
thusiastic notions of the advantages ofan univer- 
sal free trade and liberty of the seas, had led to 
the inventions which he was then endeavoring to 
employ, and which, as he supposed, would anni- 
hilate navaLarmaments, the great support in his 
estimation of what he called the war system of 
Europe. He was persuaded, that if this system 
could be-broken up, all nations would direct their 
energies to education, the sciences, and a free 
exchange of their natural advantages. ‘He was 
convinced, that if, on the contrary, the Europeans 
continued to cherish this war system, gnd to sup- 
port and augment their great naval armaments, 
his own country would be driven to the necessity 
of protecting "herself by similar establishments, 
which, as he thought, would be inimical to her 
republican institutions, and destructive of her 
happiness. Without reference, therefore, to the 
merits of the then existing contest, the grounds of 
which were constantly changing ; without feeling 
a partiality. or enmiiy to either of the bellige- 
rents, he was desirous of engaging one of the na- 
tions at war, to give him an opportunity of try- 
ing the efficacy of his inventions. If they were 
proved to answer his expectations, he was indif- 
ferent as to the temporary advantages it might give 
either over the other. He believed that the re- 
sult would be the permanent happiness of all, and 
that in the general good, his own country would 
largely participate. He considered himself as in- 
troducing a new military scignce, which he wish- 
ed to prove, and in which he had a desire to per- 
fect himself, fur the benefit of his country snd’ of 
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enankind. His sentiments on this - subject were 
not novel, nor without the sanction of the nations 
which they most immediately concerned. Nei- 
ther France nor England has hesitated to encou- 
rage their citizens, with a view to their improve- 
ment in military science, to serve in the armies 
and navies of foreign ststes at war, when they 
have been neutral. 

** Whatever” says Mr. C. “may be the just 
force of this reasoning, it swayed the mind of 
Mr. Fulton to honest conviction.” It is doubtful 
whether it will produce a similar effect on any 
other mind. 

From the following passage we infer, that the 
negotiations between Mr. Fulton and the English 
ministry were clandestine, and were carried on at 
a time when he resided in France, and was osten- 
sibly attached to her interests : ; 

It has been mentioned, that the Earl of Stan- 
hope had taken great pains to inform himself as 
to Mr. Fulton’s proceedings in France. This no- 
bleman’s mathematical and mechanical mind, per- 
ceived what consequence might result from the 
application of Mr. Fulton’s inventions. ‘The in- 
formation ,he obtained was communicated to the 
British cabinet, and excited alasm. It was deter- 
mined by the British ministry, if possible, to 
withdraw Mr. Fulton from France. Lord Sid- 
mouth, who wasthen one of the ministers, con- 
trived to have a communication with Mr. Fulton, 
while he wasin Paris, and obtained his consent to 
meet an agent of the British government in Hol- 
land. In October, 1803, Mr. Fulton went from 
Paris to Amsterdam for this purpose. But the 


; agent with whom he was to confer did not arrive ; _ 


and after being in Amsterdam three months, he 
returned to Paris. 

We cannot resist the impression that some light 
is thrown upon Mr. Fulton’s conduct by the evi- 
dence adduced for another purpose, by Mr. Col- 
den, from lord Stanhope, his early friend and cor- 
respondent. 

In a speech on American affairs, made by lord 
Stanhope in the house of lords, soon after these 
experiments were made, he is reported in an En- 
glish newspaper, to have said “ it was not, per- 
haps, sufficiently known that, at that very mo- 
ment, exertions were making in America to carry 
into effect a plan, for the diclosure of which an 
individual had, a few years before, demanded of 
the British government fifteen thousand dollars, 
but had been refused. He alluded to a plan, he 
said, for the invisible destruction of shipping,and 
particularly of men of war. That the inventor of 
this scheme was then in America, and it was as-. 
certained that it would not, on an average, cost 
twenty pounds to destroy any ship whatever” 

While he was laboring for his new emyloyers 
some of his torpedoes were thrown from British 
boats upon French vessels, but they exploded 
without effect—a circumstance which Mr. Fult 
attributed to a slight, and easily rectified mistake. 
To evince the correctness of his opinion, in Octo- 
ber, 1805, he did blow up with complete success 
a brig provided for the purpose. Still, however, 
the British ministry were incredulous, and “ Mr. 
Fulton, wearied with incessant applications, di 
pointments, and neglect, at length embarked for 
this country.” 

“Mr. Golden here fairly states— 

It would be doing injustice to the me of 
Mr. Fulton, as well as that of another genious 
native American, not to notice, before we leave 
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this subject, that Mr. Fulton did not pretend to 
have been the first who discovered that gunpow- 
der might be exploded with effect under water ; 
nor did he pretend to have been the first who 
attempted to apply it as the means of hostility — 
He knew well what had been done by Bushnell 
in our revolutionary war. He frequently spoke 
of the genius of this American with great respect 
‘and expressed a conviction that his attempts 
against the enemy would have been more suc- 
cessful if he had had the advantages which he 
himself derived from the improvements of near- 
ly forty years in mechanics and mechanical philo- 
sophy. 

We cannot but think, that it is a very exaggerat- 
ed estimate of the efficiency, of Mr. Fulton’s con- 
trivances which induces Mr. Colden to suppose, 
that “ the British ministry never truly intended to 
giv. Mr. Fulton a fair opportunity of trying the 
effects of his engines.” 

The object may have been to prevent their be- 
ing placed in the hands of an enemy ; and if that 
‘was accomplished, it was the interest of England, as 
Tong as she was ambitious of maintaining the proud 
title of mistress of the seas, to make the world 
believe, that Mr. Fulton’s projects were chimeri- 
cal. Nothing could be more likely to produce 
this effect, than abortive attempts to apply them. 
This would prevent other nations from making si- 
milar experiments, and discourage the inventor. 

In June the British ministry appointed a com- 
Mission to examine Mr. Fulton’s projects. The 
commissioners were sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Ca- 
vendish, sir Home Popham, major Congreve, and 
Mr. John Rennie. Many weeks passed before 
Mr. Fulton could prevail on them to do any thing, 
and finally, when they met, they reported aguinst 
the sub-marine boat as being impracticable. Ina 
Jetter to the ministry, Mr. Fulton complains that 
this report was made without his having been 
called upon for any explanations, and although 
the gentlemen who made it had before them no 
account of what had been done. Indeed, in the 
first interview which Mr. Fulton had with Mr. 
Pitt and lord Melville, the latter condemned the 
Nautilus without a moment’s consideration. 

If these engines were, in truth, as terrible as 
the biographer imagines, it would not be strange 
that the British ministry should choose to pre- 
serve the navy by almost any means, from entire 
demolition ; and they might oppose the introduc- 
tion of a mode of warfare, which, though in the 
first instance it was exerted against their enemies, 
would -infalliby re-act against themselves with 

ater effect in proportion to the superiority of 
their naval force. But no such motives can be as- 
cribed to the French republican government, and 
"they rejected it—no such suspicion can lie against 
Bonaparte, and after a full trial he relinquished 
it—or against the Dutch government, and they 
declined it—no such policy is to be attributed to 
our administration, and still we are told by Mr. 
Colden, (page 207,) “Mr. Fulton’s plan for sub-ma- 
Tine warfare met with no countenance from the 
government. He had not been able to inspire the 
executire officers with any confidence in them.” 
We presume, also, that commodore Rodgers 
is not.to be accused of connivance in a similar 
design, 

Besides, Mr. Colden should have weighed the 
matter well before he made a charge which ne- 
cessarily implies that all the experiments made by 
such men as Mr. Cavendish, sir Home Popham, 
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major Congreve and Mr. Rennie, 
stoners appointed by the British ministry) were 


(the commis. 


intended to be deceptive, and that thei 
bg ap. frnidulent and false. ae 
r. Colden has so far suffered his imaginat; 
to predominate over his better j beens 
this subject, that he seems really pay toe sup 
ed [see 206) that during the late war it wag 
a main object with the British navy to ascertain 
the part of the coast where Mr. Fulton might rez 
side, and to avoid it as the peculiarly fi j 
point of this terrific submerged thunder, : 

Mr. Fulton arrived in New-York in 
1806, and immediately renewed the pursuit of the 
objects upon which he had recently been engaged 
in Europe, that is, sub-marine war and steam na. 
vigation He was encouraged by the American 
government, and in the summer of 1807, made 
several experiments, and one of them a 
large hulk brig, (an unresisting subject,) wag 
completely successful. The narrowness of oup 
limits—the necessary length of this article—and 
the notoriety of these attempts, which were made 
in the vicinity of thiscity, render it unnecessary for 
us to detail them with minuteness. In March, 
1810, congress passed an act making an appro. 
priation for trying the use of torpedoes and sub. 
marine explosions. Commissioners were appoint. 
ed to observe the success of the experiments of 
which the sloop of war Argus, commanded’ by 
captain Lawrence, was to be the subject. These 
commissioners differed considerably in their re. 
ports of the result to the government. Chancel. 
lor Livingston, with whom. as we before men- 
tioned, Mr. Fulton had formed a very intimate 
acquaintance and connexion in France, which 
subsisted during their joint lives, was rather fa- 
vorably impressed. General Lewis (“ whose long 
military services and experience’? Mr. Colden 
thinks, “render his judgment on this subject, de- 
serving of the highest consideration;”)was very 
sanguine of their ultimate success ; and such, also, 
was the opinion of the biographer, then one of 
the commissioners. 

Commodore Rodgers also made a report, which 
contained a journal of the daily proceedings of 
Mr. Fulton and the committee, and very minute 
descriptions of the machines and experiments— 
His opinion was entirely against Mr. Fulton’s sys- 
tem, and he concludes, that every part of it would 
be found totally impracticable. 

A great portion of the work is occupied bya 
statement of Mr. Fulton’s merit, and those of his 
chief friend and associate Chancellor Livingston, 
in relation to steam navigation: The information 
prevalent upon the subject—the legal discussions 
which have already been had, and which may 
hereafter arise in relation to it—and to speak ho- 
nestly, a little distrust of our own judgment, in- 
duce usto refrain from a minute examination of 
the claims which are advanced in favor of those 
gentlemen. It is but fair, however, to remark, 
that even if it be admitted that Mr. Fulton has 
done no more than to reduce to successful [Po 
tice previously existing theories upon a subject 
of such mount importance, he is entitled to 

raise enough to fully satisfy the ambition and af- 
‘ection of his friends. The increased facility of 
intercourse in many of the world, and es 
pecially on this continent, is such as twenty years 
ago it would have required a bold imagination to 
conceive. Can any man doubt that Mr. Fulton 
has been mainly instrumental in accelerating, if 
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id not exclusively produce this state of things? 
e “hele sromreet af the arts shows that the 
first discovery of a principle is usually very re- 
mote from the perfection of the practice. This is 
strongly exemplified by some facts stated by Mr. 
Fulton himself. In 1320 gunpowder was disco- 
vered; 150 years after that period iron balls were 
first used; muskets were unknown until 200 years 
from the same time; and in these the cumbrous 
match lock did not give place to the fire-lock till 
the beginning of the 17th century, that is, 280 
years after the first knowledge of gunpowder. 

“Jn the year sixteen hundred and sixty-three, 
the marquis of Worcester discovered the expan- 
sive power of steam. Thirty-three years after- 
wards, captain Savary took out a patent for a 





steam-engine, to pump the mines of Cornwall.— 
In seventeen hundred and five, Mr. Newcomen 
thought of apiston to the cylinder ; but he worked 
at it nine years before it was sufficiently improv- 
ed to give it a fair prospect of utility—Fifty-two 
years after Mr. Newcomen’s discovery, Mr. Watt 
thought of another improvement, which was the 
separate condenser, Thus it was a hundred years 
from the time of the marquis of Worcester, till 
Mr. Watt’s discovery gave the steam-engine, in 
any degree, its present perfection ; and rendered 
it so simple, familiar, and useful, as to be adapted 
to the many impor‘ant purposes to which it is now 
applied.” . 

Another striking illustration to the same effect, 
and which may serve to exemplify the nature as 
well as to manifest the degree of Mr. Fulton’s be- 
nefactions to the public, is to be found in the gra- 
dual improvements effected in his steam boats 
since their establishment. We believe that the 
average passage of the first boat between Albany 
and this city fell little short of 36 hours, ‘and in 
some of the present boats it does not exceed 21 
hours. - 

Mr. Fulton’s attention was strongly attracted, | 
during several parts of his life, to the subject of ), 
improving internal navigation by means of canals, |; 
and in_ particular, he entered with his characteris- ‘| 
tic enthusiasm, into the magnificent project which |! 
our legislature is now attempting to realize. In| 
1811 he was, appointed one of the commissioners j; 
upon the subject, but he did not sanction the 
report which in the subsequent year was return- 
ed to the legislature. It is not claimed by the 
biographer either that this scheme in particylar, 
or generally this branch of improvement, has re- 
ceived any eminent benefit from the genius or in- 





In February, eighteen hundred and fourteen, he 
addressed a letter to Governeur Morris, Esq. pre- 
sident of the board of commissioners, in which he 
shows what would be the advantanges of the pro- 
posed canal, and exhibits very interesting and cu- 
rious calculations of the comparative expense of 
transportation upon land, upon rivers, and upon 
canals. 

The same year Mr. Fulton, with the other com- 
missioners, made another report to the legisla- 
ture ; this is the last service he rendered this 
magnificent project. 

We presume that our readers will readily ex- 
cuse our omission of any account of Mr. Fulton’s 
well-known and very extensive experiments in 
relation to the various modes which he devised 
for submarine attack, and for transferring a large 
portion of naval warfare beneath the surface of 
the ocean. We are told by Mr. Colden that the 
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steam frigate, that imposing if not effective en- 
gine of war, owes its origin to these experiments, 
although it is not apparently connected with them. 
The untimely death of Mr. Fulton ; the cessation 
of the war; and the imperfections inséparable 
from the infancy of all improvements, may. have 
prevented the full developement of the powers 
which, perhaps, this invention is hereafter destin- 
ed to display. 

The occasion and manner of Mr. Fulton’s death 
is thus related : 

In January, eighteen hundred and fifteen, Mr. 
John R. Livingston, who owned the steam boat 
which plyed between New-York and New-Jersey, 
but which was stopped by the operation: of the 
Jersey laws, petitioned the legislature of that 
state for their repeal. After hearing witness and 
counsel for several days, the laws were rescinded. 
It was upon this occasion that Mr. Fulton was ex- 
amined as a witness, as we have before stated — 
The weather, while he was at Trenton, where he 
was much exposed in attending the hall of the 
legislature, was uncommonly cold. When he was 
crossing the Hudson to return to his house and 
family, the rivet was very full of ice, which occa- 
sioned his being several hours on the water in a 
very severe day. Mr. Fulton had not a constitu- 
tion to encounter such exposure, and upon his re- 
turn he found himself much indisposed from the 
effects of it. He had at that time great anxiety 
about the steam-frigate, and, after confining him- 
self for a few days, when he was convalescent, he 
went to give his superintendence to the artificers 
employed about her: he forgot his debilitated 
state of health in the interest he took in what was 
doing on the frigate, and was a long time, in a 
bad day, exposed to the weather on her decks,— 
He soon found the effects of this imprudences»— 
His indisposition returned — him with such 
violence as to confine him to his bed: His disor- 
der increased, and on the twenty-fourth day of 
February, eighteen hundred and fifteen, terminat- 
ed his valuable life. 

As soon as the legislature, which was then in 
session at Albany, heard of the death of Mr. Ful. 
ton, they expressed their participation in the ge- 
neral sentiment, by résolving that the members 
of both houses should wear mourning for some 
weeks. ; 

It will appear, by the above slight sketch of the 
life of this valuable citizen, that the three great 
subjects of his attention and efforts, were the im- 
provement of the art of making canals, submarine 
warfare, and steam navigation. In relation to the 
first, we are not aware that he has effected much ; 
in the second, he has displayed great talent and 
wonderful industry, the effects and utility of which 
time is hereafter to develope ; and in the third 
he has done what should make his country proud, 
and the world grateful. 

The work which is the subject of our remarks, 
was read as a memoir before the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of New-York. It was undoubt- 
edly designed for the press, and we have treited 
itassuch. We understand that the profits of the 
publication are liberally given to that society by 
the author. 

Mr. Colden evidently does not hold the pen of 
a ready or practised writer. His style is sometimes 
deficient in elegance, and often in ease and grace. 
In a composition so formal, and so generally state. 
ly, we do not like such expressions as “the little 
farm on which he settie¢ his mother,” page 9.-= 
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“Canalling,” page 19,—and we particularly disre- 
lish the mock solemnity which results from pre- 
fixing the indefinite article to the name of an 1n- 
dividual—“they mark the genius of a Fulton,” 
page 13. But these aretrifles. ‘he work wants 
arrangement. The writer seems to have been 
confused between his attention to chronological 
order, and his desire to keep separate his accounts 
of the several subjects of Mr. Fulton’s investiga- 
tion. The great objection is, that the book is too 
long. Insuch matters compression is every thing. 
Considering the avocations of the writer, part of 
the prolixity to which we object, is perhaps to be 
excused upon the ground suggested by Dean 
Swift—that he had no time to write shorter—but 
surely there is agreat deal which might have been 
benefieially retrenched. The merits of Mr. West 
and his pictures, whatever they may be, might 
more properly have been left to form a part of 
the biography of shat gentleman, whenever it shall 
come’ to be again written. ; 

We have thought proper to notice these im- 
perfections, though of minor importance. Upon 
the whole, we think the writer has done justice to 
his subject and honor to himself. ray 

The Appendix contains some information on 
the subjects to which Mr. Fulton had devoted his 
attention, though it is more diffuse than impor- 
tant. 

It would be unjust to the publishers not to ac- 
knowledge that they have presented us, in this 
Meg an elegant specimen of American typogra- 


From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 
SEA SERPENT. 
A gentleman who has been in Gloucester has 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


[No. 9. Vor. ty. 


serpent’s, but the top is elevated; i 
round ; and owing a this latter arene a 
side view of his head a little resembles that of ‘ 
dog’s. Capt. Beach, who. appears to have nial 
ined him very often, and. sometimes in favorable: 
situations, says his head is the size of a common. 
bucket. He has seen him with his mouth me 
his under jaw and teeth like a sharks, tin heat 
round, with apparently very thick scales, and its: 
whole appearance very terrific. Creditable 
sons aver, that they have seen him Swiming calle 
the harbor, with great speed, holding his head. 
eight feet above the water. More often he mov 
along, with his head under water, shewin i 
line of his back, or with his head immediately 
above the surface. He appears to be round, with 
large scales, which, when he contracts his folds: 
gives a 4 appearance to his back, but when he 
extends himself the scales enclose, and do not 

reyent his appearing smooth. His general oo. 
our is dark brown; his head dark brown inter: 
mixed with white. He often turns very quick, 
bringing his head ‘near his tale, and utting him: 
seifin the form of a staple. Capt. John Beach, jr, 
has ene drawing of him, which is te! 
engraved. As he has seen him several times, it 
is probable his likeness will be tolerably just 
The people of Gloucester, however, intend to be 
able to give a better account of him, if he should 
stay longerin theirharbor. Shark. hooks, various: 
ly baited and attached to buoys, have been set 
afloat in the harbors, and several oats, well man- 
ned and armed, were destined to attack him yes- 
terday, if he shewed himself. 

The volume of Memoirs of the Wernerian Na 

tural History Society, for 1808—9—10, contains a 
paper by Dr. Barclay upon the animal that was 





given us the'foilowing account of this animal. 


It was still seen in the harbor of Gloucester on | 
On | 
Tuesday the weather was rongh, and he did not | 
earance. From what has been ob- | 


Sunday afternoon, and Monday afternoon. 


make his a 
served of his habits, it seems that he approaches | 
the shore, and shews himself above the surface, 
when the water is smooth and the weather warm.” 

On Stnday and Monday very distinct views | 


were had of him by various persons. ‘Gentlemen | 


who have been at Gloucester, and attended to the | 
accounts of those who have seen him at different , 
times, and in different situations, think that there , 
can be no doubt but the aniinal is serpentin kind ; | 
that he is at least eighty, and more probable an 
hundred fect long, and nearly of the size of a 
flour barrel, at the largest place. As to the 
bunches, or protuberances, which haye been men- 
tioned, these are thought to be nothing more than 
the appearances occasioned by his manner of mo- 
tion. He does not wind literally along, as ser- 
pents commonly do, but his motion is undulatory, 
or consisting in alternate rising and depression, 
somewhat like the motion of a caterpillar. Mr. 
Johnson, a young man, who went into a boat to 
visit a vessel in the harbor on Sunday, in the dusk 
of the evening, came very near to him, before he 
discovered him, so that he might have reached 
him with the oar.. He was quite still, and appear- 


| of Natural History. 


cast ashore on the Island of Stronsa, one of the 
Orkney Isiands, in September 1808. The follow. 
ing is one of the affidavits accompanying the pa- 
per; and it will give a toierable idea of the ani- 
mal. Dr. Barclay seems to be of opinion that 
this was a new animal, of different genus or spe. 
cies from any heretofore described in the ‘ansials 
From the accounts which we 
| received from gentlemen wio returned from Glou- 
; cester yesterd.y, the substance of which is pre- 
‘viously given, we are satished that the animal 
there bears no resemblance to that which was cast 
on shore at Stronsa. The former is of the ser 
pent, the latter of the fish kind. ; 
We learn that there is now living at Deer Isle, 
in Penobscot Bay, several people who have re- 
peatedly mentioned having seen near that Iskind, 
in the year 1783, a monster, which is describedas 
similar to that which has now visited Cape Ant 
Harbor. 
AFFIDAVIT. E 
At Kirkwall, Nov. 19, 1808, + 
In presence of Dr. Robert Groat, Physician at 
Kirkwall, and Malcolm Laing, Esq. M. P. Two 
of his majesty’s Justices of the Pcace for the 
county of Orkney, 2 
Appeared Mr. George Sherar, tacksman of 
Rothieshelm, in the Island of Stronsa: who -be- 
ing interrogated, solemnly declared that on the 
Qvth of October, being in Rothicshelm-head, he 





ed to be reposing. He was round and smooth, 
and has nothing like bunches. His head, though 
in its front it is circular, is not flat like a common 


* “In the blue depth of the waters, 
* Where the wave hath no strife, 
Where the wind is a stranger, 

And the sea-snake hath life.’’ 








saw the crew of John Pease’s boat examining 
something-on the water, which he took to be a 
dead whale: ‘That about ten days afterwards, a 
gale of east wind having taken place, he went to 
see if the whale was driven ashore, and found it in 
acreek lying on its back, about a fuot under wa 
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ter, and from the vicw he had of its figtire, length, 
and limbs, his curiosity induced him to return a 
day or two after the gale had abated, when he 
found it thrown upon the beach a little below 
high water mark, and lying on its belly, as repre- 
sented in the ‘drawing: That he returned next 
morning with afoot rule, purposely to measure it, 
and found it exactly fifty-five feet in length from 
the hole in the top of the skull (which he has 
brought to town with him) to the extremity of 
the tail. 

That the length of the neck was exactly fifteen 
feet fromm the sume hole to the beginning of the 
mane. ‘I'hat he measured also the circumference 
of the animal as accurately as he could, which 
was about ten feet more or less; and the whole 
body, where the limbs were attached to it, was 
about the same circumference. That the lower 
jew or mouth was wanting ; but there were some 
substances or- bones of the jaw remaining, when 
he first examined it, which are now away. That 
ithad two holes on each side of the neck, besides 
the one on-the back of the skull. ‘hatthe mane 
and bristles were about fourteen ‘inches in length 
each, of & silvery colour, and particularly luminous 
in the dark before they were dried ‘That the up- 
pet part of the limbs, which answers to the shoul- 
der blade, was joined to the body like the shoul- 
der blade of a cow, forming a part of the side — 
That a part of the tail was wanting, being inci- 
dentally broken off. at the extremity, where the 
last joint of which was bare, was an inch and 
whalf in breadth. Thatthe bones were of a grist- 
ly nature, like those of a hallibut, the back bene 
excepted, which was the only solid bone in the 
body. That the tail was quite flexible, turning to 
every direction, as he lifted it; and he supposes 
the-neck to be equally -so from its appearance at 
the time. 

That he has brought in to deliver to Mr. Laing 
the skull, two joints of one of the largest limbs 
next the head, with different parts of the back- 
bone, besides the bones that were formerly sent 
in: That there were either five or six toes upon 


each paw, about mine inches long, and of a soft! 


substance : That the toes were separate from each 
ether, and not webbed, as far as he could observe, 
and that the paw was about half a feot each way, 
im length and breadth : ‘hat a few days thereaf- 
ter, a gale of wind came on, and drove it to anc- 
ther part of the shore, where it was broken to 
pieces by the surge, and when Mr. Petrie came 
out to take a drawing of it, no part of the body re- 
mained entire : That he endeavored to convey an 
idea of the animal to Mr. Petrie,.by drawing the 
figure of it as'accurately as he could with chalk, 
on the table, exactly as it lay upon the shere, af- 
ter which Mr. Petrie made six or seven different 
sketches or plans of the fish, before he could brin 
it to correspond, in each minute particular, with 
the strong idea which he retains of its appearance : 
That he was the more attentive to its shape, di- 
mensions and figure, in order to be able to give 
an accurate account of it to any travellers that 
might come to Rothiesholin’; aad that he is ready 
to make oath, that the drawing is an exact resem- 
blance of the fish as it appeared when he mea- 
sured it; and corresponds in all particulars with 
the idea which he entertains of the figure, dimen- 
sions and parictone of the fish: That the sub- 
stance of the body, appearcd like coarse ill-colour- 
ed beef, interlarded with fat or tallow, withaut the 
Feast resem)ler,ce or affinity to fish; but when 
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put into a lamp, and the lamp placed on the fire, 
it neither flamed nor melted, but burned away . 
like a gristly substance : That he perceived no 
teeth in the upper jaw ; the lower jaw and tongue 
being wanting, and the palate also away: That 
the aperture of the throat appeared to be so wide, 
that he might have put his foot down through it : 
‘That the joints of the limbs’were not united by a 
ball and socket, but were lapped over each other 
and united by some means'which he does not 
comprehend: ‘That there were two canals, one 
above and the other below the back-bone, large 
enough to admit ones finger, and extending from 
the vertebre of the neck, to the extremity of the 
tail, containing two ligaments, which he supposed 
enabled the animal to raise itself up, or to bend 
its body in a spiral form: ‘That a tract of strong 
easterly wind had prevailed, before the body was 
discovered upon the shore? and that he saw the 
body on two or three different occasions, after he 
had measured it, and before it went to pieces. 
And all this he declares to be truth, &c. 
(Signed) _ GEO. SHERAR. 


Last news from the Serpent—The Salem Ga- 
zette, of the 22d inst. says, “the Serpent has quit- 
ted Gloucester, and yesterday was discovered in 
Kettle Cove (Manchester) amidst schools of bait 
fish ; none of these have been seen in Gloucester 
harbor since his disappearance.” 

Kettle Cove is about four. miles on this. side 
Cape Ann, (Gloucester.) It appears from various 
accounts, that the favorite food of this new visi-; 
tor is bait fish, (herring, squid and pohaden.) Is 
it not probable, then. tliat he has been attracted to 
our coast at this time by the unusual schools of 
these fish which have been known to abound on 
the whole coast of Massachusetts this summer? 
We have been iaforméed by gentlemen from Cape 
Cod, that immense quantities of squid have ap- 
peared on that coast, and been thrown ashore on 
the land; and we have accounts from ether quar- 
ters of the appearance of herrings, &c. in large 
numbers. Having exhausted Cape Ann Harbor, 
this voracious fish-eater will probably search, for 
his meals in the harbors and inlets in which this 
food abounds, and visit of course the south shore. 
We publish this suggestidén, that those who have 
the means, and the inclination, to adventure for 
him, may be in readiness ; and can assure a hand- 
some fortune to those who may be so fortunate'as 
to eapture him, for exhibition. 

Postscript—The Serpent was seen yesterday 
merning off Kettle-Island, between; Manchester 
and Cape Ann ; he was following and feasting on 
a large school of alewives. The arrangements 
made in Cape-Ann to take him, were ready for 
operation yesterday morning ; and if skill, cou- 
rage and strong apparatus can effect the desired 
object, their success is certain. We conversed 
yesterday with capt. Beach, jun. who-has seen 
this animal from twelve te twenty times, and has 
taken an accurate drawing of him for exhibition. 
He describes him as being, in his most contracted 


‘| state, about 70 feet in length, and of the size of a 


flour barrel. A number of our enterprising citi- 
zens have been at Cape Ann some days, to encou- 
rage and assist in the destruction of the monster. 
A committee of the Linnean Society, we learn, 
will repair to Cape Ann this day, to collect infor- 
mation so interesting to natural histery. 

We are .told that two Sharks appeared te be 
constantly if attendance upon the great Sea-Ser- 
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pent, at Gloucester; whether as his humble ser- 
vants, or as a reconnoitering party, to see what 
sort of a gentleman he is, or to find some vulner- 
able part and watch gome favorable opportunity 
to attack and destroy him is not known.—Sal. Gaz. 





TOUR OF THE PRESIDENT. 


ADDRESS 
To the President of the United States, at Wind- 
sor, Vermont. 

Sir—It is with equal pleasure and pride that the 
citizens of Windsor, so remote from the seat of 
the general government, embrace this opportuni- 
y of tendering to you in person, the homage of 
their profound respect; a homage not the less 
becoming the occasion since it is the best tribute 
which freemen can offer, and which the President 
of the U. States, alone, of all the world, from a free 
people can receive. 

The state of Vermont, sir, after having alone, 
and successively borne a signal share in the heat 
and burden of our révolutionary labors, was the 
first to appreciate the importance of our federal 
compact, and to solicit admission into the national 
Union. Under that compact, sir, in the sanctuary 
of that union, we are free—we-are protected—we 
are flourishing and happy. Our mountains echo 
with the cheerful voice cf industry and security ; 
eur vallies smile with abundance and peace.—- 
These blessings are dear to our hearts. We ha- 
bitually cherish them, as inseparable from our ex- 
istence. In their defence, sir, we have bled ;—and 
we are still ready, should our country call, ro 
BLEED AGAIN. 

In this tour, undertaken through a remote sec- 
tion of the Union, for the additional security of our 
growing Republic, you have an opportunity to be- 
come more intimately acquainted with our local 
feelings,—our local interests,—our republican spi- 
rit ;—and above all, our unshaken attachment to 
our national government, and our national insti- 
tutions. 

We feel ourselves flattered by this first visit 
from the Chief Magistrate of our nation; and, in 
beholding your face, sir, we behold a new piedge 
for the continuance of our invaluable blessings. 

Placed, sir, as you have fortunately been, in 
the Executive Chair, by the almost unanimous 
voice of your country, at an auspicious moment, 
when peace is again restored ; when the loud din 
of party collision is dying away, and when a gene- 
ral tranquillity seems pervading the world, we of- 
fer you our felicitations on the pleasing event.— 
And while we rejoice in your opportunity, we re- 
ly on your wisdom, to co-operate with our en- 
lightened patriots and legislators in strengthening 
our republican institutions, and, under the gui- 
dance. of Heaven, to fix, on a durable basis, the 
happy destinies of a great and rising empire.— 
From our unqualified respect to your personal 
character, as well as from the pledge to be found 
in a long life devoted to the public good, we have 
anght to anticipate the most pleasing results — 
In copying the illustrious examples of the great 
founders of our Republic, you cannot fail to ad- 
vance the best interests and the true glory of our 
common country, and thus to erect in the hearts 
of your countrymen, an imperishable monument 
te your own fame. Wit such feelings and with 
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zens of Windsor, we bid you.a cordi come to: 
this village and to the state of oman - 


J. Dunham, ‘ 
H. Everett, —_ of . 
A. Aikens, | ments, 
E. Torry. ' 
PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. . 
ervee Citizens, : 

1 have approached the State of Vermont with 
peculiar sensibility. On a former visit, iomatan 
ly after the war, I left it a wilderness ;—and I now 
find it blooming with luxuriant promise of wealth. 
and happiness to a numerous population. » A braye 
and free people will never heaon the defence. 
of their country. The patriotism of Vermont, has 
been felied on in times of peril ; and the just. ex. 
pectation of their virtue was honorably sustained, 
I shall ever rely on their wisdom in the councils 
of the nation, as on their courage in the field, __ 

The confidence now universally felt in the sta. 
bility and efficiency of our government, is the, 
surest, pledge, that‘all judicious measures, adopt. 
ed for the common good of the nation, will re. 
ceive the cordial support of all honest and honot.. 
able men. 

I rejoice with you, that a just sense of the naw 
tional interests and more generous feelings per. 
vade the country. It is by cherishing these, with 
a liberal reference to the prosperity and happi. 
ness of the whole union, that the high destiny of 
our nation can be attained. 

The true principles of our policy are now well 
understood. The people have only to maintain 
them with vigor and economy, pes all the great 
objects of national concern, under a benign Pro« 
vidence, will be secured to ourselves and our pos. 
terity. JAMES MONROE. 

{ ADDRESS, 

By the citizens of Burlington, 

To the President of the United States. 


a nell of the inhabitants of the town of. 
Burlington, and its vicinity, we congratulate you 
on your safe arrival, withiet this part of the Sate 
of Vermont. 

Living under a government of our own choice, 
where birth and hereditary; titles create no face 
titious priviledges, where the avenues of office. 
wre opened to exalted merit, and where virtue 
and worth confer the only distinctions known to 
our law, the citizen is under a moral obligation 
to respect the authorities of his country. 

Permit us, sir, toavail ourselves of the opportu 
nity afforded by this interview to assure you of a 
cordial reception, and while we'testify the hi 
sense we entertain of your private worth, to dis- 
charge the pleasing task of tendering. to, the 
Chief Magistrate of our country the respect due 
to his exalted station. , vr 

The’ pleasure of a personal acquaintance is 
much increased by a knowledge of the objects of 


contemplating the civil institutions of our coun, 
try and rejoice in every measure which has for 
its object the protection and security of the peos 
ple. In proportion to the value we attach to the 
blessings of rational liberty, should be our exer- 
tions to render the enjoyment of them secure. 
Placed upon the frontiers of the U. States in si- 
tuations assuilable by the sudden irruptions of an 








such views, in the name and in behalf of the citi- 


invading fue, the dangers to which we may be ex# 


| 


your visit. In common with yourself and every 
virtuous citizen, we indulge an honest pride in. 
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d give mane value to any precautionary 
s of defence. i 
MWe rejoice that the noise of war is lost in the 
busy arts of peace, that the citizen is left to the 
honest pursuit of industry and enterprise, under a 
eonfidence that his interest is identified with that 
ofthe public. But you will not believe us alarm- 
ed by idle fears, when we assure you that the re- 
cent events on this frontier have shown us, that 
whatever we hold dearmay be jeopardized by the 
chance of war. The citizens of Vermont will not 
soon forget the memorable eleventh of September, 
eighteen hundred and fourteen, or fail to appre- 
ciate the worth of those who so valiantly defend- 
ed their country’s flag, and secured to themselves 
immortal glory. The anxious solicitude of this 
awful but glorious day, has forcibly impressed up- 
on our minds the ores of the position that peace 
_is the time to prepare for war. é 

~ We are pleased to know that this subject has 
already engaged your attention. From a perso- 
nal inspection of the various parts of our extended 
republic, you will be enabled,the better to ascer- 
tain its vulnerable points and advise to measures 
of future security. Nor is this oe an unin- 
teresting one. The patriot whose liberal soul is 
animated by the prospect of ameliorating the con- 
dition of his fellow men, here finds an object com- 
mensurate to his desires, and while he generously 
devotes himself to the welfare of his country, he 
is sustained by a consciousness that his exertions 
have promoted its glory. Nature also seems to 
have designated our beloved country as the scene 
of no ordinary exertions. She has here scattered 
her gifts with a munificent hand and points the 
way to high and ennobling pursuits. The vast 
extent of our territory, the grandeur of its scene- 
ry, its mountains, its rivers, and its inland seas, the 
abundance of its means, together with the pro- 
gress of population and improvement, combine to 

render it an object of sublime contemplation. 
The alacrity and zeal with which you have en- 


gaged in the military and naval defences of our || 


country, is an additional pledge of your honorable 
motives and patriotic wishes. 

That your labour may be crowned with abun- 
dant success, and that you may long live to reap 
the rich reward of a life well spent.in the service 
of your country, is our most earnest wish. 

DANIEL FARRAND, 
ForCommittee of Arrangements. 
Burlington, July 24, 1817. 
THE PRESIDENT’S REPLY, 
To the Citizens of Burlingten. 
Fellow Citizens, 

In entering the town of Burlington, I find my- 
self in view of a scene, associated in every bosom 
with the dearest interest and highest honor of the 
country. The eventful action on your lake and 
its invaded shores can never be contemplated 
without the deepest emotion. It hound the union 
by stronger ties, if possible, than ever. It filled 
every breast with confidence in our arms, and 
aroused the spirit of the country. The proximity 
of these scenes shall animate our children to emu- 
late the honorable example of their fathers — 
They too shall realize that in the hour of peril, 
their country shall never want defenders, resolute 
and brave as their ancestors, and firm as the 
mountains, that gave them birth. 

Truly no nation has richer treasures of civil or 


-¥eligious liberty to defend. None stronger ties 





. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 1817. % 


to united and to enlightened and to extended pa. 
triotism. -That a just sense of these truths per-, 
vades the community is evinced in 'the respect, 
which you tender to the office of the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of the Country in my person. 
The important objects of my tour become the 
more interesting, as I find the frontier more ex. 
posed. You may feel assured that the govern- 
ment will not withhold any practicable measures, 
for the security of your town; nor have I ever 
doubted that preparation for defence in time of 
peace, would ever prove the best economy in war. 
If in pursuing these important objects and ad- 
ministering the government upon principles con- 
sonant with the benign spirit of our constitution 
my sincere and honest efforts should be crowned, 
as you wish, with abundant success; it will be a 
real gratification to myself, that you and your state 
will eminently participate in the beneficent, pro- 
vidential result. JAMES MONROE, 


ADDRESS 


To the President of the United States, by the Citi- 
zens of Ogdensburg, N. Y. on the 31et July. 
Sir. 

The trustees and inhabitants of this village wel- 
come with peculiar satisfaction your arrival in 
health among them, after your long and fatiguing: 
journey through many of our yet infant settle- 
ments. In common with the nation we have view- 
ed with much interest your important tour along 
our sea board and frontier, particularly confiding 
in your observation, wisdom and experience for 
the establishment of such points of national de- 
fence, along our immediate border, as will best 
promote our individual prosperity and strengtheiy 
the national security. Born and educated under 
a government whose laws we venerate, enjoyinga 
soil rich in the bounties of Providence, and grate- 
ful for the invaluable blessings of liberty bequeath 
ed to us by the heroes of the revolation, no ex- 
citement will be wanting on our part to maintain, 
defend and transmit to posterity the benefits we 
so eminently possess. Experience, however, has 
taught us that individual or sectional exertions, be 
they ever so ardent, unless aided by the strong 
and protecting arm of government, afford but fee« 
ble defence against a powerful foe. Placed on 2 
frontier contiguous to a warlike and powerful 1a- 
tion, enjoying the advantages of an extensive and 
increasing navigation, it is peculiarly important 
that our local situation should be well understood. 
At the commencement of the late war, the atten- 
tion of government was in the first instance, natu« 
rally drawn to the defence of that extensive lite 
of sea coast, on which the immense maritime force 
of the enemy could be most effectually exerted, 
and consequently the more remote and interior 
defences did not, perhaps, receive thesame protec- 
tion which the importance warranted.. But com- 
mencing your administration in a time of profound 
peace, enjoying the confidence of the nation, and 
presiding over a government, proud of its honor, 
tenacious of its rights, and possessing the requi- 
site resources, we flatter ourselves should any 


| collisions hereafter take place (which we pray 


heaven to avert) your penetration and judgment, 
aided by your local observation, will have pointed 
out ‘and perfected such a line of defences as will 
ensure our personal safety and redound to the 
prosperity and honor of the nation. 

That you may establish these desirable objects 





—progress in your important tour with safety, and 
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return happily t the bosom of your domestic 
Circle, is, sir, the fervent prayer of your obedient 
servants. 

To which his Excellency replied extempore, in 
éubstance as follows :— 

He thanked the citizers for their attention and 
very ‘polite reception—that he received it as 
marks of respect to the first magistrate of the na- 
tion, by no means arrogating itto himself as an 
individual—that it gave him great pleasure, as it 
evinced an attachment of the people to that form 
of government which they themselves had estab- 
lished—That he was satisfied they had a just esti- 
mate of its value, and were sincerely devoted to 
its preservation—that in administering it he would 
support its principles, and as far as in him lay, 
promote the best interests of the country—That 
as the address correctly stated, his journey was! 
connected with objects of national defence, and | 
to acquire such information as would the better } 
enable him to discharge the duties of his eftice— 
That the government had appropriated large’sums 
of money, the judicious applicatiom of which de- 
pended much on the executive—He perfectly 
agreed that a time of peace was the best time-to 
prepare for defence ; but had much pleasure in 
stating that the best understanding prevailed be- 
tween our government and that of Great Britain, 
and was persuaded we had every reason to. look 

_ for a permanent peace—that the importance of 
our situation along the St. Lawrence had not es- 
caped his observation, and he was‘much gratified 
in his progress through—that he found it a fertile 
country, abounding in every resource, and intsabit - 
éd by an enterprising, industrious and he believed 
virtueus people. 

FINE ARTS. 

The Boston fntelligencer says, on looking over 
the third number of the New-York Monthly 
Magazine, we observed, under the article of 
the Fine Arts, ay erroneous statement relat- 
ing to an important picture, the inaccuracy of 
which we presume arose rather from negligence 
in the writer, than from a want of information on 
the subject to which it relates. A catalogue of 
the paintings in the “ American Academy,” and 
observations upon the several pictures, form the 
article in the Magazine upon the Fine Arts.— 
The following statement appeared erroneous to 
us: 

“A full length portrait, size of life, of George 
Washingtan, by G. Stuart—\We are always de- 
lighted by the magic of’ Stuart’s pencil. ‘This is 
either the copy or the original of the picture 
painted for lord Lansdown from which the engrav- 
ing was made by Heath. We have seen a full 
length portrait of Washington by Stuart, giving an- 
other view of the face, and another attitude, be- 
yond all comparison preferable to this. It is in 
the possession of Peter Jay Monroe, esquire. 
We lament that the engraving had not been made 
from Mr. Monroe’s rather than lord Landsdown’s 
picture. It is not only a better picture, but it is 
much more like the person and face of Washing- 
ton. In No 52, (the painting first mentiond,) a 
——— protuberance of the under lip may 
be observed, and a deficiency of chin very unfa- 
vorabie to the physiognomy.” 

The portrait here noticed, purports to have 


(No. 9. Vor. py. 
Washington only have been painted by this art. 


ist. The first was done for lord Lansd 
is now in the possession of Samuel Williams. - 
of London, who purchased it for five hundred an4 
fifteen guineas, and the other for Mr. Stuart him. 
self, and is now in his own possession. About five 
full length copies only by Stuart’s own hand 
been given to the world. Most of: these ha 
been done for individual! states, (none, h - 
for the state of New-York) one for an indiy; 
ntleman, and one for the town of Bost@n; Un. 
ss some state, therefore, has authorized this 
portrait of Washington to be removed fromthe: 
custody to the American Academy in New-York, it 
is fair to presume, the picture under consideratis 
was painted by some other hand. We Pp 
upon the assumption that the portrait inthe aca 
‘demy is a full length. We make this statement ig 
justice to Mr. Stuart, so that no criticisms, how, 
ever well founded, upon the works of others, may 
be erroneously applied to him. is : 
The copy done for an individual gentleman, ig 
‘the one now in possession. of Peter Jay Man; 
esquire, who, we understand, purchaced itvig 
England. it was painted for a London Banker by 
order of the British ¢ Consul General. The Banker 
wished only a half length ; but by mistake it was 
made a full length. ‘ » ele 
Mr. Monroe’s picture is an exact copy froty 
the marquis of Lansdown’s and does not gi 
* another view of the face,” norrepresent Wash. 
ington “ in another attitude.” H the writer in the 
inagazine is certain of this difference of position 
both of Washington’s figure and face, in the two 
pictures, it is a circumstance: which will prove, 
beyond controversy, that the painting in the 
Academy is spurious. The idea is confirmed by 
the following remark, that Mr. Monroe’s * isa 
better picture and much more like the person 
and face of Washington.’ ‘The observation is 
true, perhaps, touching the painting im the Acade- , 
my, but it .is imcorrect when applied to lord 
Lansdown’s. For it can scarcely be necessary to 
mention to the writer in the maguzine, that no 
copy by the same hand, can ever be equal in 
spirit, life, or effect, to the original painting. 








a rf) 
MOUNT BLANC. we 
Col. Beaufoy, says the London Monthly M: 

zine for April 1817, has lately published in the 
Annals of Philosephy, an interesting account ofa 
journey which he made to the suramit of Mount 
Blanc, in the month of August, 18U7. |. 4% 
- “Our dinner being finished, we fixed our cramp: 
irons to our shoes, and began to cross the gla 


discovered that the frozen snow which lay in the 
ridges between the waves of ice, often concealed 
with a covering cf uncertain strength, the fathoms’ 
less chasms which traverse this solid sea ;. yet the 
danger was soon in a great degree removed, 

the expedient of tying ourselves together wi 
our long rope, which being fastened at proper 
distances to our waists, secured from the prince 
pal hazard such as might fall within the opening 
of the gulf. ‘Trusting to the same precaution, we 
also crossed upon our ladder, without apprehen 
sion, such of the chasms as were exposed to views _ 
and sometimes stopping in the middle of the lad} ” 





heen painted by Mr. G. Stuart, but we have 
every reason to believe it must be a spurious Co-; 
py, by another hand. Two origina’ heads of 





der, looked down in safety upon an abyss whith — 
baffled the reach of vision, and from which thé — 
sound of the masses of ice, that we re 

let fall, in no instance ascended te the ear... 






ciere ; but we had not proceeded far, when we # 
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some places we were obliged to cut footsteps 
with our hatchets ; yet on the whole, the difficul. 
ties were far from great, for in two hours and a 
half we had passed the glaciere. We now with 
more ease and’ much more expedition, pursued 
our way, having only snow to cross; and in two 
hours arrived at a hut, which had been erected in 
the year 1736, by the order and at the expense of 
M. De Sausure.” : 

At this hut the travellérs slept, and the follow- 

ing is a very striking account of the night scene 

ch was observed at this very elevated station : 
“é&t two o’clock I threw aside my blankets, and 
went out of the hut to observe the appearance of 
the heavens. The stars shone with a lustre that 
far exceed the brightness which they exhibit when 
seen from the usual level ; and had so little tre- 
mor in their light, as to leave no doubt on my 
mind, that if viewed from the summit of the moun- 
tain, they would have appeared as fixed poihts.— 
How improved in those altitudes would be the 
aids ‘whichsthe telescope gives to vision! indeed 
the clearness of the air was’such, as led me to: 
think that Jupiter’s satellites might be distinguish- 
ed by the naked eye ; and_had he not been in the 
neighborhood of the moon, I might possibly have 
succeeded. He continued distinctly visible for 
several hours after the sun was risen, and did not 
wholly disappear until almost eight.” 

With the morning dawn the company proceed. 
ed on their expedition ; and the following passage 
will convey a very distinct idea of the dangers and 
horrors to which this journey is exposed. Our 
route was across the snow ; but the chasms which 
the iee beneath had formed, though less nume- 
rous than these we had passed on the preceding 
day, embarrassed our assent. One in particular 
had opened so much in the few days. that inter- 
vened between M. De Saussure’s expedition and 
our own, as for the time to bar the hope of any 
farther progress; but at length, having wandered 
with much anxiety along its bank, I found a place 
which I hoped the ladder was sufficiently long to 
cross. The ladder was accordingly laid down, 
and was seen to rest upon the opposite edge, but 
its bearing did not exceed an inch on either side. 
We now considered, that shoukl we pass the 
chasm, and should its opening, which had en- 
larged so much in the course of a few preceding 
days, increase in the least degree before the time 
of our descent, no chance of return remained.— 
We also considered, that if the clouds, which so 
often enveloped the hill, should rise,, the hope of 
finding, amidst the thick fog, our way back to this 
only place in which the gulf, even in its present 
state was passable, was litle less than desperate. 
Yet, aftera moment's pause the guides consented 
to go with me, and we crossed the chasm. We 
had not proceeded far, when the thirst, which, 
since our arrival in the upper regions of the air, 
had been always troublesome, became almost in- 
tolerabl:: No sooner had J drank than the thirst 
returned, and in a few minutes my throat became 
perfectly dry. Again 1 had recourse to the wa 
ter, and again my throat was parched. The-air 
itsclf was thirsty ; its extreme dryness had robbed 
my budy of its moisture.” 

After surmounting a succession of similar dan- 
gers, wd continuing to experience the same dis- 
heartening sensations, the company at length arriv- 
edjat about 150 fathoms beiow the body of the 
summit. ‘Their feelings at this moment are well 
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cious effects of the thinness of the air were now 
evident on us all; a desire almost irresistible of 
sleep came on. ‘My spirits had left me : some- 
times, indifferent ‘as to the event, I wished to lie 
down ; at others I blamed myself for the expedi- 
tion ; and though just at the summit, had thoughts 
of turning back without accomplishing my pur- 
pose. Of my guides, many were in a worse situa- 
tion; for exhausted by excessive vomiting, they 
seemed to have lost all strength both of mind and 
body. But shame came at length to our relief.— 
I drank the last pint of water that was left, and 
found myself amazingly refreshed, my lungs with 
difficulty performed their office, and my heart 
was affected with a violent palpitation. At last, 
however, hit with a sort of apathy which scarcely 
admitted the sense of joy, we reached the summit, 
of the mountain ; when six of my guides, and with 
them my servant, threw themselves on their fa- 
‘ces, and were immediately asleep. ’ 

The following is an account of the effect pro- 
duced upon the mind of the spectator by the 
view from the vast-height to which the travellers 
had attained. ‘‘When the spectator begins to 
look around him from this elevated height, a con- 
fused impression‘of immensity is the first effects 
produced upon his mind; but the blue colour, 
deep almost to blackness, of the canopy above 
him, soon arrests his attention. He next surveys 
the mountains, many of which, fromthe clearness 
of: the air, are to his eye within a stone’s throw 
from him ; and even those of Lombardy seem -to 
approach his neighborhood: while, on the other 
side, the vale of Chamouni, glittering with the 
sun beams, is to the view directly below his feet, 
and affects his head with giddiness; on the other 
hand, all objects of which the distance is great 
and the level low, are hid from his eye by the blue 
vapour which intervenes, and through which I 
could not discern the lake of Geneva, though at 
the height of 15,700 English feet, which, accord- 
ing to M. Saussure, was the level on which I 
stood ; even the Mediterranean sea must have 
been within the line of vision. The air was still, 
and the day so remarkably fine, that I could not 
discover in any part of the heavens the appearance 
of a single cloud.” 

JUDICIAL. 
Munson Williams, et al. 
vs. DEcREE. 
The Spanish schr Sophia. 

This is a case which has presented itself to the 
court under such circumstances as cannot fail to 
be a subject of regret and mortification, but F feel, 
myself constrained, as long as IT have the honor of. 
administering the laws of this government, to pay 
a due regard to the maritime relations which 
should subsist between us, as an infant and grow- 
ing republic, and every other nation bearing the’ 
character of neutrality—I feel the importance and 
imperative necessity of regarding the sanctions oF 
public law, the obligations of treaties, the rights 
of other sovereign powers, and the general laws 
of nations, as established either by universal cus- 
tom or positive compact. « Influenced, as I hope 
{ever shall be, by principles-like these, I cannot 
but express a painful regret that an open and 
avowed enemy should be likely to go unpunished, - 
though within the power and coercion of this go- 
verniment. 





epicted in the following passage, “Lhe pevii 








court in evideuce, is this; that onthe 4th of July, 
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The case of the Sophia, as:presented to the» - 
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1817, she sailed. from this port to the port of 
Matanzas, in-the Island of Cuba, with sundry 
goods, wares and merchandise Jaden on board, 
consisting of dry goods, cutlery, &c. particularly 
specified in the bill of lading, cgnsigned to John 
A. Grace, by William Gaston, of Savannah, in the 
state of Georgia; of sundry articles of wearing 
apparel and furniture, belonging to Wm. Law- 
rence, a citizen of this government, to whom the 
said vesscl also belonged, as conceded in the evi- 
dence both of capt. Miguel Mabrio, the comman- 
der, and Nicliolas Davis, the mate. It appeared 
by the captain’s protest, and the logbook kept by 
the mate, which E have carefully examined, that 
the said vessel encountered very bad weather for 
many days, and was, finally, compelled to return 
to this place, from whence she sailed again on the 
14th of the same month; and that contrary winds, 
stress of weather, want of provisions, and the 
number of passengers, (twenty-six in number) 
compelled her to make the first port at which she 
could arrive ; that on the 4th of July, 1817, she 
anchored off the south-east end or point of Cum- 
derland Island, and about 3 o’clock P. M. she was. 
taken possession of by an armed force from Ame- 
ia Island, and brought to Fernandina. There 
has been a claim interposed by Archibald Clark, 
the collector of the U. States at St. Mary’s, stat- 
ing that the said vessel] was captured in neutral 
waters, to wit, within the mavitime jurisdiction of 
the U. States. To support this claim there has 
been a variety of conilicting testimony on both 
sides, on the part of the captors, capt. Warfield, 
Nathaniel K. Brown, lieut. of marines, Samuel 
Blanchard, sailing master, and Ashea Perkins, 
paymaster, of the private armed vessel Republi- 
can, testified as to their_ belie¢ that the schooner 
Sophia was captured in Spanish waters; and, on 
the other han¢, capt. Mabrio and Mr. Davis, the 
mic, swvore positively that shé was not more than 
two or three hundred yards at farthest from Cum- 
berland Island, and within American waters, for 
that the river at the place where the vessel was 
moored is at least three quarters of a mile wide. 
This evidence I considered as interested on both 
sides, and would not have been admitted by me 
to go before a jury if I were sitting in a court of 
common law; but it is the province of a judge to 
know the chara¢ter and effect of evidence, and 
such as is illegal can have no influence on his 
mind. But the evidence of Charles Hopner, who 
has béen a branch pilot from St. Mary’s tor many 
years, and who is a man of great experience in 
his profession, is of a nature entirely different ; 
he is totally disinterested, and indifferent ag to 
the result of the cause, and swears most explicit- 
ly, that at the time he boarded the Scphia, at the 
request of captain Williams, she was at anchor in 
American waters, as near under the south-east 
point of Curnberland Island as she could conve- 
niently lie—that she was in about four fathoms of 
water—that he is perfectly acquainted with the 
channel which lies about the middle of the river, 
and is about seven futhoms deep—that the vessel 
was greatly to the northward and eastward of 
that, and was clearly and decidedly anchored 
within the American marine jurisdiction. Accord- 
ing to the existing treaty between the U. States 
and Spain, all vessels of either nation are protect- 
ed in the free navigation of the said river, and 
cannot be molested in transitu, and upon either 
side of the channel, &c. “Shore in which a ves- 
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tination ; such being the evide 
circumstances of thie case, and suchen hyd 
the judgment of the court to be the law y mA. 
subject, the court feels itself constraine to 
cide that the schooner Sophia and her ‘ 
shielded and protected by the neutrality, 4 
understanding and political friendship wie 
happily subsist between this government and ‘ie 
United States, I do, therefore, adjudicate and 
decree, that the said schooner Sophia, her farnj 
ture, tackle and apparel, be restored ; and, . 
motion of tne attorney general, I do certify, not 
only probable, but ample and sufficient cause of 
capture and detention; and I do, therefore de. 
cree, that the captain of the schooner pay the full 
costs of this prosecution. I cannot dismiss the 
subject without stating that the general and com. 
mander in chief has evinced the greatest moder. 
tion, humanity and compassion towards the ka 


i 


tain, officers and crew of the Sophia, by not 
ing them prisoners of war, as he had the 
to do, and as strict justice required, but has per. 
mitted them to go at large ; and, in return for sq 
much kindness, there has been nothing evinced 
but a continued spirit of discontent, complaint 
hostility. There are few countries in the world 
where such a spirit would have been tole 
not scarcely mn the mildest, and certainly not in 
that country in which the captain and crew reside, 
Such conduct on the part of this government 
(however it may be disregarded by the whgrate. 
ful) cannot fail to ensure us the approbation and 
confidence of all those whose good opinion we 
are solicitous to obtain. JOHN D. HEATH, 
Judge of the’Court of Admiralty, 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 

RUSSIA. . 
Voyage of Discovery—A new ship called the 
Kamschatka is fitting out in Russia for av of 
discovery. She is commanded by Golowin, for: 
merly a prisoner in Japan. : 
A free port—The emperor of Russia has declar- 

ed Odessa on the Black Sea, a free port for thi 


years: all foreign articles (exe spirituous li. 
quors) may be imported free of ce » declaration; 


and custom-house visit. The quarantine laws to 
continue in force. Such articles as cannot lawful 
ly be exported from ether parts of Russia, cannot 
be exported from Odessa. é 

Private Munificence—Count Romanzoff, a Rus 
sian nobleman, has at his own expense built four 
churches on his estates, for different sects: has 
sent a vessel round the world on a voyage of dis. 
covery ; and is now about to establish Lancaste- 
rian schools. nan 

GERMANY. 

The Diet of Germany have resolved to memo- 


ject of Tunisian Corsairs appearing y the 
coast. Vhey compliment the British their 
first interference. ; 

The Diet of Frankfort have unanimously adopt 








sel may anchor, decides the character pf her des- 


ed a resolution, having for its object to adjust 
mediation all future disputes between the states, 
members of the German confederation ; in: the 
first instance by the Diet itself, and if that body 
is unsuccessful, then to constitute an Austregal 
tribunal with judicial powers for the purpose of 
finally deciding the points in difference. 
FLANDERS. 

Ostend, June 24.-The excesses committed by the 

populace of Brussels on the 18th were followed, 


rialize the different courts of Europe on the stb. . 
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on the next day, by‘ similar disturbances at Ghent, 
and have extended to the southern division of the | 


were resisted, and some soldiers killed. 

At Bruges the populace, taking advantage of 
the absence of part of the troops yesterday, pro- 
ceeded to acts of violence, the pillage of houses, 
magazines of corn, and the baker’s shops, parti- 
cularly those suspected of buying up the corn, 
and, notwithstanding every exertion on the part 
of the public authorities, these outrages were 
not put a stop to till five in the afternoon. The 

ison was kept on foot during the night, and 
Cire been reinforced by six companies from this 
place in course of to-day. wert 

The immediate cause of this commotion is said 
to have been the seizing of a hungry child whilst 
carrying off a loaf froma baker’s. A crowd im- 
mediately collected and rescued the child, and 
then spread over the town with cries of “ dread” 
-- non-exportation of grain’”’--“ orno king.” --They 
had no arms, but used stones, and it is not yet 
known here whether any person was seriously 
hurt, or any of the ringleaders taken. 

AUSTRIA. 

Jron—The emperor of Austria issued a decree 
under date of the 10th May, prohibiting the in- 
troduction of raw foreign iron and steel into his 
dominions and all articles manufactured of that 
material. 

ENGLAND. 

The first yote the duke of Wellington gave in 
the British house of lords was against the Catho- 
slic question. 

The prohibition of the exportation of cotton 
yarn, is now a favorite object with many in England, 
to encourage the weaving in that country. The 
gubject is before S— 

The makers of wrought nails in England have 
pefitioned parliament against the use of machine- 


ry. 
“ "The Prince Regent is said to have purchased 
the castle of count Wallénden, in Hanover, with 
its grand collection of statues and paintings for 
1,000,000 dollars. 

Female rival—A challenge has been given in En- 
gland by Miss W. toher niece Miss N.and rejected, 
and the former arrested, and committed to prison 
because she refused to give bail. She is repre- 
sented as a fine woman, about 26 years of age. 
A — of rank had offered her marriage but 
suddenly changed'his mind and addressed Miss N. 

Crim Con—tIn England, 12,000. dollars have 
been recovered by Lt. Kent, of the army, of Col. 
Sorrell, for crim con. 


_ Criminal Offenders —By the statement of Crim- 
inal offenders in England and Wales, lately pub- 
lished, it appears that 47,522 persons have been 
committed to pil for criminal offences during the 
last 7 years, of whom 4,126 received sentence of 
death, (536 of whom were executed)—267 trans- 
ported for life—533 for 14 years—4,548 for 7 
years—imprisoned for 5 years, 4—ditto 4 years, 
2—ditto 3 years, 54—ditto 2 years and above one 
year, 1,374—one year and above six months, 3,782 
—six months and under, 13,518—whipped and 
fined, 1,154. 
SCOTLAND. 

The chamber of commerce of Glasgow have 

agreed to petition prliament to repeal the laws 
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PRANCE. 

Paris, June 2—The negotiation with the court 
of Rome, respecting the affairs of the Church of 
France is said to be definitively concluded. 

Calais, June 21.—The Russian squadron which 
has arrived at Calais, is composed of eight vessels 
of 74 guns, one frigate of 44 guns, and one brig 
of 18 guts. ‘This squadron is commanded by vice 
admiral Crown, and rear admirals Mourawieff and 
Ogilvy. Its destination is to embark the 6th part 
of the Russian contingent, and to convey them to 
Russia. The squadron sailed from Cronstadt to 
Calais in 24 days. A violent. storm forced it to 
cast anchor twice at Elsineur. The rumors which 
have been circulated of French prisoners remain- 
ing still in Russia, are very false. Passengers dis- 
embarked‘here, assure us, that after the most ac- 
curate inquiries by the police minister of the em- 
pire, there did not remain a Frenchman in Rus- 
sia, except such as are naturalized, and of whom 
the number is considerable. Several personages 
of distinction have taken advantage of this op- 
portunity, to come to France by sea; the count 
de Maistre, the Sardinian ambassador in Russia } 
the general in chief Fense ; the countess of Ra- 
zumouski; the wife and family of general baron 
de Jomini ; M. Bourgeois, French consul at St. 
Petersburg, &c. &c. 

SPAIN. 

A Steam-Boat has been launched at Seville 
Spain. The king has decreed that all new in- 
vented instruments may be imported free of duty~ 
Lieutenant general Equia is appointed minister of 
war, vice the marquis Campo Sagrado. 

An amnesty in favor of all procribed Spaniards; 
is expected in Spain, 

PORTUGAL. 

Conspirators,—The trials for high treason of the 
ar conspirators, have commenced at Lis- 

on. 

A London paper of the Sth of July says, itap- 
pears that the designs of the Portuguese conspira- 
tors were skilfully planned. Four committees had 
been formed in Lisbon. .The principal committee 
alone was in possession of the whole machinery 
of the plot ; the others co-operated only with the 

rincipal committee, «nd the president of the one 
immediately above and below their own in nu- 
merical order. Nothing less was aimed at than 
the entire exclusion of the Braganza tamily.— 
Marshal Beresford and the other English officers 
were then to have been secured, and the Portu- 
guese army invited to join the standard of insur- 
rection. A provisoinal government was thea to 
nave been formed, and ultimately a republican 
form of government established. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Royal Punishment —The captain of the schoon- 
er Attractive, which arrived at Boston on the 21st 
instant, direct from Laguira, brings information, 
that a few days previous to his departure, a Ves- 
sel arrived at that place from Cumana, under the 
Danish flag, with several prisoners of both s¢xes; 
among whom was a beautiful young girl, who was 
sentenced to have BoTH HER HANDS CUT OFF, for 
having been caught in the act of making a patrict 
flag !! : 

Spanish Cruelty—Laguira, July 21—Gen. Mo- 
rillo landed at the Island of Margaretta on the 
14th inst. A column of his (the Royalist) troops 
marched immediately to attack Porlamar, which 
they took possession of after a desperate resis- 








regulating the interest on money. 


‘tance. Three hundred of the Insurgent band 
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were killed, and many wounded and made priso- 
ners. ‘The remainder of the band fied to the 
mountains. It is believed that the whole Island 
will remain altogether cleared of insurgents in the 
course of this month. The Island is now surround- 
ed with 20. Spanish ships of war. Several small 
ships laden with Insurgent families who endea- 
vored to escape, were already taken. 

All these evils are caused here by foreigners, 
who have nothing else in view bnt to plunder and 
desolate this beautiful country ; and therefore it 
és a measure adopted by Gen. Maorillo, immediately to 
put to the sword all of them that are taken bearing 
arms. Many of this description have already met 
with this condign fate. 

FLORIDA. : 

Pensacola—Some sharp sparring has passed 
between General Gaines and the pusillanimous go- 
yernor of Pensacola; the latter had refused per- 
mission for provisions to be taken to Ford Craw- 
ford, in American boats from New-Orleans up the 
Escambia, without payinga duty to the Spanish 
government. This subject,will no doubt, be en- 
quired into by the United States government. 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


An Extraordinary Increase-—It was ascertained 
that one.seed of rye produced, the present sea- 
son, in the town of Stockbridge, no less than one 
thousand two hundred and eighty-nine. plump sound 
kernels. 

British Consul—George Manners, esquire, has 
been appointed, by the prince regeut, consul for 
the state of Massachusetts. 

Java Frizate—We are authorised to state, says 
the Boston Centinel of the 23d instant, that the 
article copied from a late Philadelphia paper re- 
specting the Java frigate, is erroneous. A survey 
of that frigate has lately been made, and she only 
requires to be repaired to be rendered fit for ser- 
vice. She is now at the navy yard, in Charles- 
town, } 

Mr. RusseEtz, our minister to Sweden, with his 
family, sailed from Boston on Thursday last, in4 
the ship Persia, for “Amsterdam. Mr. Epwanp 
Wier, American consul at Hamburgh, is also a 
passenger in the Persia. 

NEW-YORK. 

Fire at Newhurg.—On the 21st inst. a fire broke 
out in the town of Newburg which, it is suspect- 
ed was occasioned by the hand of an incendiary. 
In its progress it destroyed nine stores and three 
dwelling houses, together with many goods. 

A Fair Thief —The Albany Argus of the’22d 
inst. says, a person was brought before the police 
yesterday, on a rary of larceny, whos¢ case 

1as excited considerable interest. The prisoner 
has been for some time a hack driver bctween 
this city and Lansingburgh. A brother hack-iman, 
lodging in the room with the prisoner, missed a 
small sum of money, and, as no one else slept in 
the room, he charged the theft upon his room 
mate, and arraigned the supposed culprit before 
the police. On examining the prisoner for the 
stole money, the reader may conceive the aston- 
ishment of the court, when they discovered the 
prisoner to be a female, in the habilament of a 
man! From a letter found upon her, address- 
- ed to her. mother in Vermont, it appears that 
she has travelled twelve: hundred miles in this 
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disguise, and proposed soon to return to the 
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paternal roof with the fruits of her indu: 


name is Eliza Bennet; and, we lament in Her 

that ¢ proofs were so stron against her add, 

justify her commitment for tral i 
PENNSYLVANIA. . 


Mr. Joun Serczant, who went to England last 
winter, as agent to procure specie for the Bank 
of the United ‘States, arrived at Philadelphi 
the 21st instant. » pe 

VIRGINIA. ny 

Law.—A case of some interest has b started 
under a law of Virginia, and the constitdtes of 
the United States. An act of Assembly forbidg 
the free people of color from other states settli 
in this state, and points out the method by which 
an intruder may be moved. Some persons of this 
description, who had settled in Mathews, were’ 
about to be removed under the provisions of this 
statute; when, on advice of an attorney at Jaw a 
petition was laid before a circuit Court Judge. 
praying for a writ of habeas corpus, 
ground—that the petitioner was a citizen of the 
state of Rhode-Island, had been enrulled jn hep 
militia, &c. &e.—and that by the 2d'section 4th 
U.S. “ The citizens of each state shall be enti. 
tled to all the privileges and immunities-of citi; 
zens in the several states: which it was’contend. 
ed, was a sufficient guarantee of the right of the 
citizens of one state to move into and settle in 
another; of course, that the statute of Virgi- 
nia, was unconstitutional —The habeas corpus a. 
warded, returnable to the next circuit court of Ma. 
thews county ; when, of course this question will, 
be discussed. The provision in the C. U, 8.4 
ought to be interpreted: for several state laws 
have been impeached, (Jately one from. the state. 
of Louisiana,) as contravening this very ptovis 
sion. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

Commerce—The following statement compiled 
from official accounts now in the possession of a 
mercantile house in :Fayettville. As. the establish. 
ment of a branch of the United States Baok in this 
State, is yet under consideration, it 49 pene 
these statements may be of value, as shewing at. 
oné yiew.the relative commercial importance of 
the different towns in this state : x 
Value of goods, wares and merchandise, of the 

growth, produce and manufacture, of the Unit 

ed states, exported’ t® foreign ports, fromthe 
state of North Carolina, during the year end- 
ing on the 3uth September, 1816, viz. 


Wilmington, $ eet 
Newbern, 84,281! 
Washington, 33,933 
Edenton, 71,484" 
Camden, 12,982 
Plymouth, sar 
Ocracocke, 28,165" 
Total, 1,328,271 


The above exported principally to Great-Hri- 


tuin, British, French, and Spanish West-ndies. 7 . 


Value of domestic prodice shipped 
coastwise from the town of Wilmingten, 
during the vear ending on 30th Sep- 
tember, 1816, as taken from the man- 
ifests delivered at the custom-house 
by the masters-of vessels 

‘Lo which add foreign exports, 


; 





Total Exports of Wilmlugton, 


& 744,765 — 
1,061,212 


1,305,87% 


- 





> 


ee =“ pmprere o.oc f® 


nan Mm eae ea 8 


Sa a sl a = 





SRS SONS Hees 2Rle re. 


“~>~ 





Statement of domestic produce shipped from Fay- 
etteville, during the same period viz. 


9337 hogsheads of Tobacco, 400,550 
- $292 bales of cotton, . 621,900 
11813 bushels of wheat, 17,719 
10341 bushels of corn, 10,341 

5164 casks flax seed, 77,460 
29761 gallons spirits, 23,808 
12962 barrels flour, 129,620 


tallow, wax, bacon, fur, lard, feathers, &c. 50,000 


Total. 1,331,398 

In estimating the value, reference was had to 
the valuation at the custom-house, and to the New- 
York prices current of the proper date—The 
statement is rather under than over rated.. M 

“ Masters of vessels licensed for the coasting 
trade bound from one distri€t to another district, 
in the same, or an adjoining state, having oh beard 
domestic produce only, or foreign goods, not ex- 
ceeding acertain (small) amount, are not requir- 
ed by ‘ey to deliver any manifest of their car- 
goes at the port from whence they depart.” 

Thus a considerable amount of goods and pro- 
dace shipped to other parts of this state, and to 
the adjoining states, is not included in this esti- 
mate. — Car. Observer. 

GEORGIA. 


Sale of Alabama Lands—The Georgia Journal 
of the 12th gives the f&llowing : public lands now 
selling here have brought, so far, good prices. 
prime river low grounds average from forty to fif- 
ty dollars. A fraction of one hundred and seventy 
acres, part of the Big Bend of the Alabama, 
sold as high as seventy dollars the acre. Other 
parcels adjoining were bid off above forty and 
ffy dollars. <A large’ fraction, containing several 

wundred acres of high land, on the Ten Mile Bluff, 
which lies opposite the Big Bend, and is said to 
be an excellent site for a town, sold for fifty dol- 
lars an acre. In that township, (No. 16 in range 
17) purchasers it is believed were found tor 
every section. Those best acquainted with the 
choice Alabama low grounds, assert, that its fer- 
tilityis inexhaustible, and that it will produce for 
almost an indefinite term of years, in constant cul- 
tivation, 100 bushels of corn to the acre! This 
assertion is repeated by so many respectable per- 
sons who know the land, that great as the product 
may appear, we cunnot suppose there is any: ex- 
uggeration. . ‘ 

Indian Lands—The same paper of the 5th inst. 
says the Indians have agreed to cede to the Unit- 
ed States for the use of Georgia (if the compen- 
sation offered be acceptable,) the tract of land 
lying between the Ocmulgee river and the line 
run under Jackson’s treaty, and east of a creck 
emtying into the said river, called by the Indians 
Al.cas-ac-alik-ee, beginning at the mouth of said 
eréex and running up the same by the main 
southern branch.to the head theredf, and thence 
by a line due south to the line of Jackson’s treaty. 
This creek it is understood falls into the Ocmulgee 
between Hartford and Blackshear’s road, leading 
to Trader's Hill on St. Mary’s. The tract of 
country that will be acquired by this cegsion is 





about 60 miles in length and from 12 to 15 wide,. 


bordering on the Ocmulgee and Atamaha rivers. 

_ The Fever.—We learn by the Savannah Repub- 
ican, that from the Ist to the 15 inst. seventeen 
leaths happened in Savannah, fourteen of which 
was occasioned by fever, without distinguishing 
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the kind; of whom six were residents and eleven 
non-residents. 
OHIO, 


Law Intellegence—Masgistrates may commit for 
offences against the' laws of the United States. 

John P. Houston, who was apprended at Ci 
cinnati and commited to prison on the 4th inet. 
says the Gazette of the ith, was brought before 
the court of Common Pleas of this county now 
in session, by writ of habeas corpus to procure 
his discharge. 

Houston was committed by a magistrate of this 
county ona charge of having robbed the mailof the 
United States, while employed as a clerk in the 
post office at New Alexaudria in the state of Pen- 
sylvania. ‘lhe counsel for the prisoner, insisted 
that he was entitled to his discharge on two 
grounds : first, because the warrant of the com- 
mitment was’ defective ; secondly because: the 
crime charged not being an offence -against- the 
laws of this state, a justice of the peace had'no 
authority to commit. 

The court were of opinion, that the law of 
Congress which expressly authorises justices of 
the peace of the several states to commit for offen- 
ces against the laws of the United States was con- 
stitutional: but that the court of Common Pleas 
had no jurisdiction over such offences, and there- 
fore no right to inquire into the legality of the 
commitment. The prisoner was therefore re- 
manded. 

We understand he will leave his present resi- 
dence this day, with a suitable escort, to take his 
trial before the federal court of Pensylvannia. 


Mammoth Hailstone—On Sunday afternoon the 
6th ult. a violent hail-storm was experienced at 
Cadiz, Ohio. ‘The hail im gencral appeared to be 
about two inches in circumference, although se- 
veral measured nine and ten inches. ‘hey came 
in¢torrents, making the ground smoke, cutting to 
pieces the tender corn, threshing the grain in the 
fields, and beating the fruit from the trees. John 
Busby, Esq. makes solemm affidavit before three 
justices of the peace, who publicly -attest to his 

character, that before the hail ceased, there 
cil before his eyes, not exceeding thirty feet 
from him, a mass of congealed matter, which this 
deponent thinks would have undoubtedly weigh- 
ed between thirty and forty pounds. This depo- 
nent further says, that the noise occasioned by its 
fall, notwithstanding it was in the woods, and on 
soft ground, might have been easily heard fifty 
rods, though it fell when ‘storming, and while the 
wind blew very high and hard, And this depo. 
nent further declares, that the said congealed 
mass of matter, on striking the ground, burst in- 
to a nimber of pieces, resembling haik-stones, of 
different shapes and sizes, one of which was near- 
ly the size of his two fists, when closed.” 

TENNESSEE. 

Road to New-Orleans.—W e understand that three 
companies of United States troops are employed in 
opening a road laid off from Maury county line to 
Madisonville, ,oppesite to New-Orleans, which 
road, it is said, will save about one fourth of the 
distance -traveHed in the old road from Nashville 
to New-Orleans: and it passes over much better 
ground. It crosses the lennessee river at the 
mouth of Cypress Creek, a little below the foot 
of the Muscle Shoals, ‘This road passing through 
a considerable part of the United States land, 





will increase the value of it very much. 
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MICHIGAN TERRITORY 

Detroit July 25—The troops at this post (about 
400) are remarkably healthy and well clothed. 

The season has been very fine in these parts. 
Grain looks well, and the apple, peach and pear 
trees are laden with fruit. 

Since last May, more than seventeen hundred 
Tread of cattle have been driven to this place from 
Ohio. The cattle in this Territory were almost 
wholly destroyed during the lute war, but they 
are now rapidly increasing, and it will not be long 
before there will be a surplus. 

About the 20th ult.a drove of 200 cattle belong- 
ing to the Contractor, arrived at Green Bay (at 
the mouth of Fox river, on lake Michigan,) from 
Ohio, a distance of 5 or 600 miles of Wilderness: 

: a 
EDITOR’S CABINET. 

Amelia Island—-The contradictory accounts 
from M‘Gregor and his patty veil every thing 
from that quarter in uncertainty. Recent news- 
paper accounts inform us that a Spanish officer 
from St. Augustine had found his way to M‘Gregor’s 
camp, ascertained the number of his men, and ex- 
tent of his resources, and having accomplished 
that object, had made safe his retreat to St. Johns, 
‘where he raised a force of two or three hundred 
mey,.for the purpose of dislodging the Patriots— 
that M‘Gregor having discovered this (but we are) 
not informed how) had assembled his men, can- 
didly Iaid before them his hopes of victory &c 
and left it to their option to follow his fortunes or 
depart. Most of his little band consequently left 
him, and he finding his situation a hazardous one, 
had removed his own and officers baggage on 
hoard of a brig, ready to govern himself according 
to circumstances. A subsequent account states 
that but few of his men had deserted him, and 
that their loss was more than made up by recruits— 
That a false alarm had been purposely given, and 
that 65 privates were mustered in the fort, and 
about 50 in a block houge—That the Buenos Ay- 
rian armed brig Patriota of 16 guns, com. Taylor, 
had Ba at Amelia, which increased his whole 
force to 300 men—that. the brig- Morgiana was 
hourly expected from New-York with 400 men 
more, which would enable M‘Gregor to push his 
enterprize against St. Augugtine—That the troops 
were in good spirits and sanguine of success. We 
notice these as embracing the substance of all.— 
Various others are floating through the papers 
‘which do not require notice. 


,The Charleston City Gazette states, that the 
sehr. Satellite, capt. Hillard, arrived there on the 
21st inst. in 6 days from Havanna. The captain 
and passengers report, that the fever which had 
raged there for some time past had subsided — 
That a few days before they sailed, the brig Gan- 
non, of New-York, arrived there from Cadiz, bring- 





ing advices, that the Spanish fleet of Merchant- 
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men, which sailed from Havannah for Cadiz, about 
two months ago, had been captured by a Pa 
of Independent privateers, after having parted 
from their convoy. . 


The Serpent.—Capt. Doyle arrived at New-York 
on the 25th inst. in 3 days from Cape Aiin} and 
states, that the day before he left there, a number 
of boats had been in pursuit of the Serpent, who 
had resisted the attack made upon him in suth 
a spirited manner as to make his assailants retreat, 
who succeeded with difficulty in reaching the 
shore. Two thousand dollars had been offered 
for his skin. male” a 

A great Man—A certain editor ofa weeklypy. § 
per in a neighboring city, informs the public, thet 
it was his opinion, the President’of the U. States 
wished to pursue unmolested theobjects of his 
tour, and disapproving as he [the edi of $9 
much parade and show as had been exhibited, ang 
valuing the public service more than his own, or 
the president’s personal gratification, says, «y 
carefully kept myself from every place where it 
might be expected to mect him during his stayin Bal. 
timore.”” This forcibly reminds us of the fly upon 
the bullocks horn, who, fearing his weight would 
be Durthensome to that sturdy animal, kindly 
fered to take himself off. vis 


Court Martial—The naval court martial, which 
was convened in this city, for the-trial‘oflieuten. 
ant colonel WaarrTox, of the marine Corps on 
charges preferred pain him by major Hepm- 
son of that corps, the nature of which we have 
nof learned, has declared that it has not the pro- , 
per jurisdiction; in consequence of whith 
court has been detailed by war department, 
by application from the navy. department, andare 
summoned to meet in this city on the 10th proxi- 
mo. The following is the official order -— 

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 27, 1817. 
GENERAL ORDER. © _ . 

A general court martial will assemble at Davis's 
hotel, in the city of Washington, on W 
the 10th of September next, for the trial of 











prisoners as may be brought befére it. The 
will be composed as follows; vizi 

Col: William King, 4h Inf. President, 

. MEMBERS. 

Col. G. E. Mitchell, Corps Art. ae 

Lieut. Col. J. V,'Ball, 1st Fuf- pwr 

Lieut. Col. W. Lawrence, 8th Inf- 

Lieut. Col. W. K. Armistead, Engineers) ~ 

Lieut. Col."G. Armistead, Corps drt. 

Lieut. Col. R. Jones, Corps drt. 

SUPERNUMERARIES. 

Major J. W. Davis, Staff. 

Major W. M‘Donald, Staff, 

A judge advocate will be appointed, and fur- 
ther instructions will be given through the Presi- 
dent of the court, in after orders. 

By order, D. PARKER. 
Adjt. and Insp. Gem, 
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